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The St. Louis Master Gardener Program was established in 1983 by the 

world-renowned Missouri Botanical Garden in partnership with University of 

Missouri Extension. This partnership has provided horticultural education 

and outreach into the St. Louis community by training volunteers to educate 

and participate in public and civic gardening. The Garden is home to the 

St. Louis Master Gardener program and provides training space and 

instructors for the training. MU Extension specialists are also instructors 

for the St. Louis Master Gardener Training as well as industry experts.



TOTAL 2023 VOLUNTEER HOURS

49,291
• Hours logged in 81 zip codes by 416 St. Louis Master 

Gardeners
• 361 Master Gardeners logged 50+ hours
• Volunteer contribution valued at over $1,567,453.80



2023 St. Louis Master Gardener Volunteer Hours



2023 St. Louis Master Gardener Hours Awards



2023 St. Louis Master Gardener Hours Awards
100+ Hours



2023 St. Louis Master Gardener Hours Awards
50+ Hours



2023 St. Louis Master Gardener Hours Awards
50+ Hours



The St. Louis Master Gardener Training Program is an annual volunteer 

training conducted in partnership between the Missouri Botanical Garden 

(MBG) and the University of Missouri Extension. Hundreds of gardeners 

from throughout the Greater St. Louis area have taken the Master 

Gardener training. The 18-week program provides in-depth education and 

coursework that not only sharpens the participants’ knowledge, but also 

creates an amazing cadre of volunteers who work in gardens and 

programs across all St. Louis communities.

St. Louis Master Gardener Training



2023 St. Louis Master Gardener Class

63 new Certified 
Master Gardeners  
from 35 St. Louis 
area zip codes



Several Members of the St. Louis Master Gardener Class



2023 St. Louis Master Gardener Training Class
The 2023 St. Louis Master Gardener Training is held in-person for 18 weeks. 

The in-person training provides MG trainees the opportunity to interact face-

to-face with their instructors and receive immediate feedback on their work. 

It also allows the trainees to create relationships with each other. These 

relationships create volunteer groups that help contribute to the success of 

the St. Louis Master Gardeners.  

The annual program begins in January, with afternoon and evening sessions 

held at the Missouri 

Botanical Garden’s Kemper

Center. Classes include 

plant identification, pruning,

Missouri natives, perennials

and annuals, landscape 

design and ‘what not to plant.’ Additional training includes tree ID

walks, tours and other

educational opportunities.



St. Louis Master Gardener Training Instructors
• Ben Chu, MBG Manager South Gardens/Japanese Garden

• Sherry Harsch-Porter PhD, Adjunct Professor Washington 

University

• Chris Kirmaier, WashU Photosynthesis Researcher Scientist

• Daria McKelvey, Horticulturist & Supervisor MBG Kemper 

Center

• Elizabeth Wahle PhD, U of Illinois Extension State Specialist 

Fruits & Vegetables

• Glenn Kraemer, Horticulturist & Owner GR Robinson Seed & 

Service

• Victoria Hatfield, Horticulturist, Adjunct Professor, Business 

owner

• Eli Elihu, MU Extension Horticulture Specialist

• Justine Kandra, Botanist Kemper Center

• Scott Woodbury, Manager Shaw Nature Reserve



Master Gardener Chapter Highlights

The St. Louis Master Gardeners have over 25 established 

projects sites.  In addition, many Master Gardeners have 

taken the initiative to create projects where there is a need.  

Included in the following slides are  just a few of these 

projects.



Emerson YMCA Community Garden
“I lost my husband in 2012. I really didn’t know what to do with myself. I’m legally 
blind, so this makes it harder for me to do certain things, but not impossible. My 
daughter and I were looking for a place to work out so we decided to give the Y a 
try. This was the best thing that happened to me. At the Emerson YMCA, you are 
family. I joined the OG’s, the Organic Gardeners. The Y has afforded me the 
opportunity to become the Master Gardener for the Y. My Y story is simple - the 
YMCA has given me a lifeline.” Sandy McCoy has been managing the community 
garden at the Y since she became a Master Gardener in 2019.  

Summer camp classes with 30 student ages 6-10 years of age
Planting classes - 25 high school students from (Incarnate Word Academy High 
School and Lutheran North High School)
Incarnate Word Academy High Students volunteering 40 hours in the garden and 
49 hours in the kitchen.

Garden Production
Tomato: 127 pounds Peppers: 32 pounds
Corn: 10 pounds Cucumber: 75 pounds
Okra: 15 pounds Watermelon: 55 pounds
Sweet Potato: 45 pounds 
Collards Mustard Swiss Chard Kale: 100 plus pounds



This project was started in 2018 by Master Gardener Ron Brown and his 
wife, Ann, in Ferguson, MO.  They started with a  few raised beds and have 
now expanded to include the house and property at 28 Suburban Avenue 
and the former community garden down the street. There are garden 
beds, a greenhouse made from recycled materials, a yoga circle, 
hydroponics, cooking and just about anything you would imagine at a 
community garden.  The garden and house are wheelchair accessible. In 
2023, additional raised beds and cold frames were added.  
A masterpiece of inclusion: Ferguson Farmers Market community 
garden.

Friends of the Market Community Garden



Help A Neighbor Day
Master Gardeners Judy and Mary Beth Gallagher created  the 

Help A Neighbor Day program as a  way to help homeowners and 

nonprofits with their landscape. Master Gardeners submit the 

names of a  non-profit or home owner who are in need a few 

hours of garden clean up but are unable to complete the work 

themselves. 

The first session was held in October 2023, at two homes, one in 

South City and another in Webster Groves. Volunteers, weeded, 

raked leaves, spread mulch, and visited with homeowners. One of 

the homeowners said that she could not tell which house was 

hers without the weeds to identify it. 

The event will be held on the 4th Saturday of every month.

beginning in March 2024. 



JCCA Garden of Eden
The Garden of Eden at the JCC, located in unincorporated St. Louis County, 
donates produce for the nearby Harvey Kornblum Jewish Food Pantry. (The 
pantry is one of the largest in the metropolitan area and is nonsectarian).

GARDEN OF EDEN by the Numbers

Harvey Kornblum Jewish Food Pantry
at Jewish Family & Children’s Services

• Over 2 Tons of Vegetables Donated to HKJFP

• 3,905 Pounds Garden to Table Donation to Compost

• 16,500 People Fed at the HKJFP

Affiliated with Seed St. Louis the garden has been recognized as a St. 
Louis County Pollinator Pantry and a Monarch Waystation. A variety of 
vegetables and fruits are grown, several because of their religious or cultural 
significance. There is a weekly garden e-newsletter during the growing 
season.

https://www.jfedstl.org/harvey-kornblum-jewish-food-pantry/


Missouri Botanical Garden & Other Volunteer Sites 
• Academy Sherman Park 

Community Garden

• Alliance Francaise

• Bellefontaine Cemetery

• Brightside St. Louis

• Bring Conservation 

Home

• The Butterfly House

• Compton Hill Water 

Tower Park

• Community Gardens 

• Flora Conservancy of 

Forest Park

• Forest Park Forever

• Forest ReLeaf

• Friends of the Market 

Community Garden

• Historic Mudd’s Grove

• Historic Oakland House

• JCCA Garden of Eden

• Lafayette Park

• Litzsinger Road Ecology 

Center

• Longview Farm

• Mary Meachum 

Freedom Crossing 

• Midtown City Greens 

Community Garden

• North County 

Agriculture Education 

Center

• Olivette in Bloom

• Rogers Middle School

• Seed St. Louis

• Shaw Nature Reserve

• St. Louis City Parks

• St. Louis County Parks

• The Green Center 

• The Green House 

Venture

• The Northside 

Workshop

• The St. Louis Arch

• The St. Louis Zoo

• Tillies Corner

• YMCA Community 

Gardens

• UCity in Bloom



Northside Workshop
The Northside Workshop is an art nonprofit located in Old North St. Louis offering 

programs that focus on the importance of bees and pollinators to our communities. Our 

art studio, chemical-free teaching garden, and bee sanctuary aim to inspire self 

expression, environmental stewardship and community building. Our workshops 

and curriculums are rooted in experiential learning, collaboration, and radical empathy 

with the urban ecosystem.

Visit the Northside Workshop’s Native Bee Sanctuary and chemical free-teaching garden. 

The Northside Workshop was created by artist Juan William Chavez and Master 

Gardener Kiersten Torrez.



Rogers Middle School Garden
School Garden for 563 Students coordinated by MG Kathy Beezley

• 175 seventh grade used the garden for science projects 
• 25 garden club kids meet weekly to work in the garden, weed, plant, etc. 
• Special Projects: Dehydrated garlic, peppers and herbs and then made for sale 

crushed red pepper, garlic salt, Italian seasoning. Grew and sold luffa gourds, 
lavender sachets, and eucalyptus bundles as well as soaps using dehydrated herbs 
and flowers from the garden.

• 562 Rogers students and 782 high school students were treated to a taste 
testing of butternut squash and sweet potatoes that were grown in the garden.

• 17 kids from Boys Hope Girls Hope visited the garden and are now planning 
their own garden. 

• Harvest :  100 pounds of sweet potatoes, 90 pounds of butternut squash, 50 pounds 
of pumpkins. Peppers, black beans, fava beans, lettuce, spinach, tomatoes, garlic, 
green beans, lima bean, asparagus, cucumbers, okra of course, leeks, multiple 
herbs and flowers. Also, black raspberries, raspberries, passion fruit, and tons of 
strawberries. 

• Planted fruit trees- apple, pear, cherry and apricot, as well as paw paws and hearty 
kiwi. I can’t believe we finally have an orchard! I think we have 10 trees.

Kathy is currently working with the high school cafeteria staff to incorporate some 
of the garden’s vegetables into their lunch program. 



St. Louis Gateway Arch National Park
The Gateway Arch National Park, formerly named Jefferson National Expansion Memorial, 

is a downtown St. Louis oasis. Amid the beautifully forested surroundings found within 

one of the few urban national parks west of the Mississippi River, visitors can discover 

diverse plant life that includes a number of native species. 

Master Gardener volunteers staff a What’s In Bloom cart containing cut specimens 

of the flowers blooming in on the Arch grounds. They answer questions about the flowers, 

where they can be found in the landscape, what pollinators they support, and

best practices for cultivating the plants at home. 

Master Gardener Maureen Hoock  enjoys 

spending time at one of the most

incredible structures in the world.  She

loves talking with visitors from around 

the world,  about the Missouri native 

plants that  are currently in bloom on the 

Arch grounds. 

This has been a great opportunity for 

St. Louis Master Gardeners to showcase

the Master Gardener Program.



St. Louis Zoo
The Zoo has exceptionally breathtaking grounds. Staff and volunteers install annual 

displays, support the animal's browse program. “Browse is really important for the 

animals because it’s an important fiber source for animals that eat tree leaves and 

don’t necessarily eat grass,” explained Deb Schmidt, Animal Nutritionist for the St. 

Louis Zoo. “It’s a different shape of fiber, different form and they benefit from it more 

than they would eating hay.”

MGs experience something new every time they volunteer.  “Where else can you be 

greeted by the Painted Dogs or Amur Leopards or have the opportunity to watch the 

elephants swim? Did you know that some of the big cats get to snack on herbs for 

enrichment?” Mg Carol Gardner.

MG Deb Kettler helps with the plants in several of the animal enclosures. In most 

cases, the animals are removed from the enclosures, but Kelly the tortoise was 

allowed to stay and keep Deb company. 

St. Louis Master Gardeners work one-on-one with a horticulturist in many different 

areas. The shifts begin early morning and the work is very similar to other Master 

Gardener volunteer sites where you plant, water, weed, mulch, rake, trim and dig.



St. Louis County Parks
Master Gardeners supervise planting and 

maintenance in Creve Coeur Park, Faust Park, 

Queeny Park, Bee Tree, Laumeier, and Tilles 

Park. They go where they are needed in any 

weather almost twelve months a year.

St. louis County Parks’ horticulturists work 

alongside the Master Gardeners sharing their 

horticulture knowledge while working to create 

a beautiful space for St. Louis County residents.



The Green House Venture
The Green House Venture’s mission: To educate, excite, and equip an inclusive population of elementary students to 

pursue a sustainable world through a hands-on program in bio-science and urban agriculture.

The Saint Louis Zoo and its partner, Itshanapa Mabele of Cahoma Orchards, plant a terrace filled with crops favored 

by Native Americans. Harris-Stowe State University, a Historically Black institution, are devoting a terrace to foods 

traditional among African Americans. Master Gardener Jane Yu planted and maintained a Chinese garden.  

The St. Louis Master Gardeners have formed a partnership with The Green House Venture. The Master Gardeners are 

participating in curriculum development, garden planning, planting & maintaining, and working with the students in 

the garden.  



YMCA Wild West Community Garden
The YMCA Wild West Community Garden is a beautifully diverse garden with over 70 

community garden plots.

Adaptive Gardening Program with the Pujols Family Foundation (Down Syndrome) 
and other disabilities participate in a sensory/therapy garden where over 45 
participations. 
Active Older Adult Garden Programs is a  monthly garden program from June through 
September with 5 to10 participants per class. 
Cooking and Baking YMCA Day Camp in the therapy/sensory garden.26 children used 
vegetables and fruits that they harvested from the garden in farm-to-table recipes and 
used fruits and vegetables gathered in their recipes.
Donated over 3000 pounds of produce to Circle of Concern and Eureka Food 
Pantry.
Fall Festival with 50 vendors, a kid's zone, face painting, hands-on crafts, speakers, and 
a cooking demonstration. 300 to 400 people attended this event.
Garden Workshops for All - Bee Talk and Food is Medicine workshops.
Kids Garden Event - Two sessions for children ages 2 to 5 year olds.  Over 50 children 
attended this event.
Youth Garden Program offered children ranging from 3 to 12 years old the opportunity 
to learn about gardening, pollinators, insects, plant needs, nurturing, nutrition, 
harvesting, and best of all tasting all of the yummy veggies and fruits.



Master Gardener Programs & Initiatives

The St. Louis Master Gardeners build relationships by 

offering programs and services to community audiences in 

the St. Louis Metropolitan area.   Each year they strive to add 

diversity to their programming and outreach initiatives.  



Classes for Master Gardeners & the Public
Classes for Master Gardeners and the community were held 
at the Missouri Botanical and the MU Extension office. 
Topics included roses, bonsai, native plants, herbs, plant 
diseases/pest, tree id, to name a few.  Monthly Garden 
Hotline classes are held to keep hotline volunteers and mgs 
updated on the latest horticulture news.   

MG Carolyn Knarr created a series of classes titled Botany 
for Children.  She taught these classes at the St. louis City 
Library Buder Branch.  Students aged 7 to 9-years of age 
participated in activities designed to help them understand 
how plants work. 



Master Gardener Garden Hotline
Staffed by over 30 trained St. Louis Master Gardeners, the 

answer service began with limited hours and quickly grew to 

a Monday through Friday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. service.  

Walk-ins are encouraged and emails and phone calls are 

answered year round within 24 hours.  

Volunteers attend a monthly update class featuring a guest 

speaker presenting on a variety of topics such as Hot Topics In 

Tree Health and Managing Wildlife in the Home Landscape. 

When volunteers are not answering gardening questions, 

they complete assignments and take quizzes to test their 

knowledge. 

Advanced Master Gardener Ronda Anson coordinates the 

answer service.  Ronda have been a Master Gardener for over 

24 years.  She is the author of many of the Pest Problems 

pages on the Missouri Botanical Garden’s website.

Call 314-400-7657 or  email  STLgardenhotline@gmail.com
Example of a response given to a question 

emailed to the MG Garden Hotline.  



Master Gardener Speakers Bureau
The St. Louis Master Gardener Speakers Bureau provides quality horticultural 

information as a public service. All speakers are Master Gardener volunteers who have 

completed the Master Gardener training.  Each year St. Louis Master Gardeners make 

presentations to garden clubs, schools, businesses, churches, neighborhood and civic 

organizations. Talks are continually being updated.



Weekly Email Update
St. Louis Master Gardeners continue to receive a weekly email providing them with 
volunteer and continuing education opportunities for the coming week and beyond.  
The update is a way to have weekly contact with Master Gardeners.  



Programs Planned for 2024

• Gardening newsletter for children

• Gardening program for the St. Louis County Youth Detention Center

• Help Your Neighbor Program

• Monthly gardening classes for Master Gardeners & the community at the new 

Extension office in Overland

• Restart monthly coffees for Master Gardeners and the community at the new 

Extension office location

• Youth & Adult Gardening Classes



St. Louis Master Gardeners share their 
knowledge about safe, effective and 

sustainable horticultural practices that 
build healthy gardens, landscapes and 

communities.

Thank you!


