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Lymantria dispar 



Biology: Larva 



Missouri 

* Shades of green are forested areas 

Landuse/Landcover 

• 15.5 million acres forested 

• 13.5 million acres oak 





“…big new GM outbreak is brewing in 
the northeast.   Cape Cod is 
experiencing defoliation for the 
first time in over a decade. So this 
could be “the big one” that several 
of us have been anticipating. The 
implications are not just limited to 
the northeast however – historical 
data shows that in the years 
following a big outbreak, trap catch 
in the uninfested states increase 
also as do numbers of eradication 
projects – could be a wild time 
ahead.”  
  

 
 





• Multi-Agency Program (MDC, 
MDA, USDA,MO Guard, Army) 

• Annual detection surveys 

• Delimiting surveys 

• Eradication may be possible if 
populations are detected early 

Early Detection- Surveying 

The purpose of surveying is to catch this 
pest early—when populations are low. 











Slow the Spread Program 



2016 GM 

Results 



Stand by for 

increased GM catches 

in Missouri in 2016!! 
 



Stand by for  

increased GM  

catches in Missouri  

in 2016! 

 
YES INDEED!  Last time more than 5 moths 

collected in MO:  2009 (22 moths).  ~6-7 year cycles 

of peak populations.   
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Survey Year 

Missouri Gypsy Moth Trapping History 
1967-2016 



2016 GM Results: 

•10 moths total  

• 9 positive traps 

•Counties:                     

   -Boone(1)                     

   -Camden(1)     

   -Greene(1)      

   -Jackson(1)     

   -Johnson(1)      

   -St. Louis(4)     

   -Stone(1)  

 

Moth in trap from Camden Co. 



Positive  trap locations:  10 moths 
total 

•Camden County (Lake of the 
Ozarks State Park) 
•Boone County  (North Columbia) 
•Stone County (Resort) 
•Johnson County (Neighborhood 
south part of Warrensburg) 

•Greene  County (RV Park) 
•Jackson County (Campground) 
•St. Louis County (Valley Park 
Middle and High school) 
•St. Louis County (South County 
Mall) 
•St. Louis County (Neighborhood 
in Town and Country) 



No Known 
Established 
Populations 

Recent 
Captures 

2007: 7 

2008: 10 

2009: 22 

2010: 2  

2011: 4  

2012: 1 

2013: 5 

2014: 4 

2015: 2 

2016: 10 



Asian Gypsy Moth Testing 

 All moths submitted for AGM testing.  

  All specimens negative. 



Pennsylvania Visit 

  





How do we protect our 
forest resource? 



1. Prevent introductions! 



If you are moving/visiting  an infested area between 
April 1 and August 31, when female moths lay eggs and the 
caterpillars spread, you should inspect your articles on 
moving day if at all possible.   After August 31 still 
need to inspect for egg masses. 







GYPSY MOTH CATERPILLARS COLLECTED 
DURING AN OUTBREAK. (JODIE ELLIS, 
PURDUE UNIVERSITY)  

http://3mdq7z1r28f142t3i54dzmrp.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/files/2015/06/Gypsy-moth-caterpillars-collected-during-an-outbreak.-Jodie-Ellis-Purdue-University1.jpg
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